
The Simple Steps to Membership

Step 1: Visit A Rehearsal

The Heart of Florida Chorus is more than just a men’s chorus, it is a family. We love 
getting together each week to enjoy friendships as well as make great music. Come and 
discover a truly American form of music and its unique ringing chords.
 
You are always welcome at our rehearsals, whether or not you have joining in mind.  
We will make sure you are comfortable and enjoy your experience.  Consider this your 
official invitation to visit us from 5:45 to 8:30 PM on most Thursday evenings at North 
Lake Presbyterian Church (975 Rolling Acres Rd, Lady Lake, FL.)

First Rehearsal

• Bring a friend or a member of your family with you for moral support, if you wish.  
Part of our mission is to introduce barbershop harmony to as many people as 
possible.

• Please plan to arrive at rehearsals by approximately 5:45 p.m.
• Please check in at our guest desk before the rehearsal starts to register and 

meet the members
• Until you become a member, a guest songbook will be provided with all the 

current repertoire.  Please be certain to return it at the end of the evening. 
(music licensing requires that purchased scores are only distributed to 
members) 

• You will be asked to participate, privately, in a very simple voice placement 
exercise that will help us know which of our voice sections (i.e., Lead, Tenor, 
Baritone, or Bass) would benefit most from your vocal talents.
• This voice placement is the very first step in the membership process by 

evaluating your basic vocal skills – range, pitch matching, etc. No preparation 
is required.  This voice placement is not a permanent decision.

• While in “guest status” you will be placed, when you wish to sing, next to a 
seasoned member of our Chorus (Riser Buddy) who will help you have a great 
experience.  Please ask him a lot of questions.  

      Second Rehearsal

• Come on back for the Fun, Friendship and Fantastic Harmony
• Please plan to arrive again by approximately 5:45 p.m. 
• Please check in at our guest desk before the rehearsal starts. 
• As was the case in your first visit, until you become a member, a guest songbook 

will be provided with all the current repertoire.  Please be certain to return it at 
the end of the evening. (music licensing requires that purchased scores are 
only distributed to members) 

• Rejoin your Riser Buddy to make some beautiful music.



   Third Rehearsal

• Keep coming to meet new friends and continue the fun!
• Please plan to arrive again by approximately 5:45 p.m. 
• Please check in at our guest desk before the rehearsal starts. 
• As was the case in your first two visits, until you become a member, a guest 

songbook will be provided with all the current repertoire.  Please be certain to 
return it at the end of the evening. (music licensing requires that purchased 
scores are only distributed to members) 

• Rejoin your Riser Buddy to bust some chords
• You will be asked if you would ultimately be interested in applying for 

membership, if you haven’t already expressed your interest.

Step 2:  Sing Some Barbershop Harmony
Hopefully you now know that there are so many reasons to join, like spending time with 
a wonderful group of men, learning some amazing music, and getting a chance to 
perform and strut your stuff!

As you know, the Heart of Florida emphasizes a cappella ensemble singing.  So to be a 
good fit

• You must be able to sing in tune.
• You must be able sing your part of the harmony while those around you sing 

theirs
• You should be able to hear those around you and blend your voice with theirs.

 
To demonstrate these attributes

• For previous barbershoppers, you will pick a Polecat song (or Keep The Whole 
World Singing) and sing it accurately with the three other voice parts.

• For those without barbershop experience, when you and your Riser Buddy are 
comfortable with your knowledge of Keep The Whole World Singing, you will sing it 
with the three other voice parts.
• Your Riser Buddy will be there to help you succeed.

The links below enable you to download the sheet music and the Learning Track for 
your part of Keep The Whole World Singing . You will need head phones or ear buds to 
use the learning tracks effectively.  They will enable you to hear your part in one ear with 
the remaining 3 parts in the other.

Sheet Music for Keep The Whole World Singing

Learning Track for Lead

Learning Track for Bass

Learning Track for Baritone

Learning Track for Tenor

https://2d25d3b3-b6af-4752-9233-35ccd31cdcb5.usrfiles.com/ugd/2d25d3_2a23a05a37ec41a8a4daf0afc32209d1.pdf
https://static.wixstatic.com/mp3/2d25d3_07c81e9783814259b080c55b9c6ad1d3.mp3
https://static.wixstatic.com/mp3/2d25d3_42542442884d470592ed5b7b75d08e42.mp3
https://static.wixstatic.com/mp3/2d25d3_8d6248fbe902447c8f74fd8816e08357.mp3
https://static.wixstatic.com/mp3/2d25d3_0451cc35f8e046a3bd42daf35ee016a3.mp3


Step 3:  Membership
Once you have successfully sung some barbershop harmony, the Board of Directors will 
be notified that you are eligible for membership in the Central Florida Chapter of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS).

• The Membership Representative will:
• Help make certain your BHS membership application is completed correctly.
• Fully explain membership dues that support Chorus/Chapter activities and 

expenses, District events, and Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) 
functions. At present the annual obligations are:
• Barbershop Harmony Society           $180
• Sunshine District                               $  25
• Central Florida Chapter                     $  35 
• One-time processing fee                   $  10  (waived if submitted on-line)

• Discuss uniform requirements and attendance expectations for both 
rehearsals and performances.

• THIS CAN ALL BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE SAME NIGHT, if that is your 
preference.

• When the Membership Representative has your signed application with 
membership fees, he will formally present your name to the Board for final 
approval.

• Once the Board of Directors approves your membership, you’re IN!  A wonderful 
musical journey awaits you!  
 
Congratulations, you made it!  WELCOME to the Heart of Florida.  We’re 
glad to have you!

Participate.   Perform.  Have Fun.   Contribute.

• You are now a full-fledged member of the Central Florida Chapter of BHS.  Like 
all current members, inclusion in the Heart of Florida Chorus relies on mastery 
of each of the songs in the current year’s repertoire.  You will be invited to sing 
each song you master in any Heart of Florida Chorus performance.

• To keep the Chapter (and the Chorus) viable and vibrant, each member is 
expected to take on at least one of the small tasks contained in our “Job Jar”. 
Often these tasks will be a part of a larger committee effort.

• In order to continually improve your song craft as a member of the Heart of 
Florida Chorus, make sure you schedule time, at home, to practice your songs 
in between rehearsals.  Singing is like any exercise . . . if you don’t use it, you 
lose it.

• Before you practice at home, you will want to develop a regular voice warmup 
routine.  This will help protect your voice and provide the opportunity to work on 
a variety of skills at once (i.e. flexibility, range, breath control, dynamics 
(volume control, etc.)

• In addition to daily personal practice, we offer Tune-up Tuesdays every 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays at Eisenhower Recreation Center.  This is a voluntary 
gathering that provides opportunities for each member to sharpen his singing 
skills and have fun doing it.


